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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The March 8th Santa Monica Mountain Tour led by Don
Durkee was outstanding. I believe the group of 40+
autos (mostly early V8's) is a record for a Valley V8
club tour. Don had the course perfectly charted
through the mountains - down to the beach - back up
through the hills and finally ending up for a fantastic
buffet lunch at the Alamo in Newberry Park.

Our next big attraction will be the parts auction at
the April 5th meeting. Bill Norton has promised to
once again be our auctioneer, and several of our club's
biggest supporters are donating super items. Please
bring along one or more items you don't need that will
help both our club treasury and another member to
complete his project.

Watch for your 1981 club roster that has just gone
to press and will be mailed shortly. Ron Dunlop has
been busy putting this together.

The Christmas Dinner Party dilemma has finally been
resolved. Thanks to Ed Warnock, we will have a super
banquet room at the Sky Trails Restaurant in the Van
Nuys Airport. The date this year will be Friday,
December 4th. We are already planning a big evening of
entertainment with Don Dupree in charge.

The board of directors has been working on some
. bossible outings. Among those proposed are a return
tour to the Bothwells'! and/or Sidlows' collections.

For the April 5th auction meeting we will highlight
the 1938 Ford (due to March rains) and give one member
a chance to win $15 in our nametag drawing. Don't miss
et



UPCOMING EVENTS

Al S Valley V8 Monthly Meeting at Valley
Federal Savings, Nordhoff at Reseda.
7:00 Highlights of the 1938 Ford
7:30 Regular Meeting Begins

hordl 5 Swap Meet at Pierce College Parking Lot
6201 Winnetka Blvd. Woodland Hills Ca

April 11-12 Swap Meet at the Portland Expo Center
Portland Oregon

April 26 Swap Meet at the Rose Bowl
Pasadena California
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SECRETARY SEZ:

The equinex has passed and the days are getting longer.
Within a month we'll Spring ahead. So get your V-8's
in shape - finish that project car - don't Fall back.

It turns out that the John Wayne flick, "Hurricane
Express”, is a full year's worth of episodes at $20

a whack. So.Prez has to decide whether or not to con-
tinue the drain on our treasury.

There is indication that some local Ford dealers
would consider using our cars as floor displays and
compensate the club .- any volunteers? For some
reason the Chevy dealers weren't interested.
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Fig. 7
A correded or stuck Ford V-8 temperviure hea
unit can be quickly and easily pried out by th-
aid of a screwdriver without damage to the yuit
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CLUB OF AMERICA

Canoga Auto Parts Co.
340-1536

GUS HUGERSHOFF 21422 SHERMAN WAY
GENERAL MANAGER CANOGA PARK, CALIF, 91303

. _ ——
d. Dlngelo & Sons, Inc.
GLENDALE, CA 91204 1260 SO. CENTRAL AVE.
(213) 244-7246 - (213) 245-303]1 o
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: 8726 Remmet Ave
Ron Dunlop Canoga Park, CA 91304



DON'T BLOW YOUR TOP

Open car tops from their very beginning, to the

demise of the convertible in the mid seventies,

were constantly changing in style and construct-
ion. the tops on Fords from 1932 to 1948 were

no exception to the rule. Styling features some

times remained for several years with just minor
trim changes and in some cases there was a major
styling change in the middle of a model year.

Many restorers after making a superb restorat-
ion on body, paint and mechanics, fail. to. do
their homework on the top of their particular
Ford. The restorer will probably end up with a
top that is not authentically styled and fabri-
cated if it is left up to the top shop to make
it as they wish. Unfortunatly research often
turns up conflicting information and a decision
must be made on the point of conflict.

Listed below are areas where mistakes are often
made when attempting to reproduce an authentic
top.

Valance - A strip of top material approximately
3% inches wide tacked to the rear bow, lapping
over the top of the rear curtain. Valances were
not used on Early Ford V-8's after 19%36. Val-
ances were to surface again on the 1949 model.
Valances were not always styled the same from
year to year. See page with illustrations for
differences of design. Placing a valance on an
open car after the 1936 model is the equivalent
of putting 1936 hubcaps on a later model care

Wire-on and hidem - These two trim weltings are
items used to cover the tacks across the front
and rear bows, and around the bottom rear of

the top at the body line. Hidem and wire-on are
made in various colors in vinyl and top material
(hartz cloth). Wire-on and hidem each had a
special trim tip designed to match the contour
of the welting. These tips are obsolete stock
and can not always be obtained from normal up-

holstery supply sources. They can be obtained



from vendors such as Guy Close or Lebaron
Bonney. Wire-on is often mistakenly installed
where hidem should be installed and vice versa.
Plain welting tim tips as used on modern cars
are often mistakenly installed on hidem and
wire-one.

Rear curtain fasteners - This is a very diffi-
cult area to locate information on. There are
very few factory or original photographs show-
ing the rear curtain area from the inside. The
Body Parts List and for some models, a top
manual for lowering and raising the top are
good sources for information on style and type
aof fasteners for the rear curtain. The Ford
Automotive Hardware and Trimming Supplies 1928
1938 book is another good source of information
for fasteners and lots of other goodies as the
title implies. Phaetons did not have rear cur-
tains, roadsters, cabriolets and convertible
sedans did. Zippers were first used on 1933
models to the best of this writers knowledge.
Zippers were not used in the same way on all
models and were used in conjunction with other
types of fasteners on curtains in some cases.
As an example, the 1940 convertible used zip-
pers at the sides of the rear curtain, but an-
other type of fastener across the top. The 1939
convertible sedan as another sample used no
zippers at all, but had eleven "cinch" fasteners
to secure the rear curtain.

Binding - the narrow strip of material sewn on
the edge of the top around the windows and the
doors. It was made in both vinyl and cloth
through the Early Ford V-8 years. One of the
most common errors has been to use a tan vinyl
binding on ‘a2 tan or -drab top, ‘when* a‘tan hartz
cloth binding should have been used.

The seal between the top of the windshield and
the front header bow is a place where mistakes
occasionally occur. It is ‘commen ‘practice ‘for
top shops ‘to ‘twetall a lapege~seal, simildr to
windlace on the doors, approximately one half
inch or larger in diameter as a seal between
the windshield and the header bow.
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BOBS TRANSMISSION SERVICE

DISCOUNT PRICES e 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
THOUSAND OAKsS e CAMARILLO

(805) 482-1868 (805) 492-2132

Allxinx1 Printing

THE MOST ECONOMICAL, HASSLE-FREE WAY TO BUY PRINTING IN PASADENA OR
ALMOST ANYWHERE! / 116 W. DEL MAR BLVD. / PASADENA CA 91105 / (213) 795-55654

B e
‘aagggg 2
B/BB

D
Typesetting Quick Printing Photostats Art & Design Photography  Custom Printing

ASK FOR ALLAN FRANKLIN

MOTORING

ACCESSORIES
CUSTOM FITCARCOVERS v-s roros

200 S. ROBERTSON BLVD.
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90211

657-4800

H

N, °
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CTURER & SuppLIER OF ANTIOVE F*

7846 ALABAMA AVENUE « CANOGA PARK, CALIFORNIA 913‘04

(213) 346-6199



Crankease Dilution
1932 Ford V=8

INQUIRY: Oune of our customers has a Ford V-8
that is causing trouble from dilution in the crankcase.
After a change of S.4.E. No. 20 oil, the crankcase
filled up to one inch abeve the “full’” mark in 100
miles of service, We changed the ail again and the
same thing occurred.

A new diaphragm was installed in the fuel pump
and the pump body inspected for cracks. With sum-
mer oil in the crankcase, the compression tested 100
lbs. but dropped to 80 lbs. when winter oil was used.

ANSWER: This is not the first time we have en-
countered this trouble and we find that it may be
caused by, 1) a high float level, 2) too much pres-
sure on the fuel pump or 3) the choke lever under
the vane in the air horn sticking in the closed
position.

PUMP DIAPHRAGM

DIAPHRAGM
PULL ROD

DIAPHRAGM
SPRING

A

Fig. 1

The fuel pump pressure can be reduced by cutting off
a section of the diaphragm spring as shown by the
line AB. If the fuel pump pressure is greater than 3
lbs. at the carburetor the carburetor float valve
may leak.



It appears as a large bead just below the wire-
on welting., This is imcorrect, the correct seal
is generally engineered into the space between
the windshield and the header bow and does not
show. Illustrated below are the correct and
incorrect methods of front header seal instal-

lation.
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This presentation on tops is Jjust the proverb-
ial tip of the iceberg. Maeh research is neces-
sary by the .restorer on each and every-body-
style in each model year to make an accurate
and authentic top. The information presented
here hopefully will help the restorer get
started in the right direction so he won't
"olow his topts :
Jerry Jensen
FRHF KKK

Back when Henry Ford started America on the
road to individual mobility he enviwmioned a
world of alcohol powered cars. His Model A's
were built to run on either alcohol:or gasoline.
"There's more stills than service stations",
Ford said back in the days before prohibition
when he campaigned relentlessly for alcohol as

& motor fuel. Ford envisioned thousands of
small distilleries scattered across the land

producing ethanol.



oW €ompPLETE A UTOMOTIVE LINES
PARTS

BANKAMERICARD [

WE HAVE ONE OF THE BROADEST SELECTIONS OF
DOMESTIC & FOREIGN AUTO PARTS AVAILABLE IN THE WEST!

v COMPLETE MACHINE SHOP SERVICE

¥ COMPLETE LINE OF REBUILT ENGINES & PARTS

v SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK
v TOOLS, EQUIPMENT, BATTERIES, ACCESSORIES

v $6 MILLION INVENTORY

¥ RETAIL — WHOLESALE

CAL AUTO STORES SUPPLIES MANY RAFFLE ITEMS
EACH MONTH — SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION BY
BUYING ALL NON-“NO S” ITEMS AT THESE STORES:

OPEN 7 DAYS & EVENINGS

 North Hollywood, 5740 Lankershim, (213) 984-2573/763-9153
o Sepulveda, 9441 Sepulveda, (213) 892-0791

e Canoga Park, 21407 Vanowen, (213) 347-1015

* Northridge, 8555 Reseda Bivd. {213) 885-8526

e Granada Hills, 17559 Chatsworth, (213) 363-9571

* North Hollywood, 6846 Lankershim Bivd. (213) 765-7731

e Van Nuys, 14939 Oxnard, (213) 786-5071/873-1716

o Panorama City, 14629 Parthenia, (213) 894-9171

WE'VE GOT YOUR PART!
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