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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

1984 is just about gone and what a job Paul
Kirk and his Board have done for our club. We've
had good attendance at the monthly meetings, great
guest speakers, and some fantastic tours and events
planned by Al Spencer. I feel very fortunate that
most of the Board will be continuing next year.

The old and new Boards met in December to plan
our 1985 activities and I think you will be pleased
with their results. Already on the drawing board
are tours to Tehachapi; the gold mines of Julian;
and a fall hayride and barbecue. The first tour of
the year will be to the Disneyland Hotel on Jan. 26
for installation of the National Board of Directors
of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America.

A good time was had by all at the Christmas
Party at Sportsman's Lodge. There was dancing to
a live band, the prime rib was excellent, and of °
course, Santa was his jovial? self. In fact, Santa
(Don Durkee--for you neophytes) gave me a pair of
geniune fender skirts for a '40 Ford. At the 1983
Christmas Party, Durkee promised me a pair of 40
skirts if I would run for President the following
year. Apparently that devil had been watching me
all evening and waited until I was in a weakened?
condition to spring his propostion on me. He knew
I'd practically give my eye teeth for a pair of '40
skirts! Weil, I had forgotten all about it, and
along comes Paul Kirk in late September and asks me
if I would be willing to put my name on the ba11ot
for President. How could I refuse?

Best Wishes for a Healthy and Happy New Year!
KENT LOWRY, President

P.S.. Don't forget to pay your '85 dues to keep the
newsletter coming.



VALLEY V-8 VIEWS

Happy New Year Valley V-8'ers. As you read this, I

hope you are as enthusiastic about 1985 as I am. Aside
from celebrating the 50th anniversary of the '35 FORD,

we are planning a big year with our new and capable pres-
ident, KENT LOWRY.

He and the new officers are off to a flying, or I
should perhaps say, driving start, with a lot of great
family fun planned. I won't go into details yet, but
just follow the secretary's VALLEY VIEWS column each
month, and you'll be kept informed.

Guess it's not to early to pre-publicisze our first
VALLEY V-8 event though. =--- By popular demand we are
holding our '' 2ND ANNUAL TEQUILA WILLIE EXTRAVAGANZA
SUNDAY BRUNCH AND BINGE" in Manhattan Beach. In spite
of what it sounds like, this is a family tour extrodin-
air. Just ask anyone who went last year! It'll be in
February. More later.

Let me take this time to climb on the soap box
and stress the impgvtance of supporting the National
V-8 Club. Not only does your $22.00 per year provide
iiembership in the finest car club in the world, but it
enables you to gain and acquire information and knowledge
you'll never find anywhere else. If you haven't joined,
please do so.

Why don't we begin the year with a large turnout at
the Annual Membership Meeting and Officers Installation
Banquet at the Disneyland Hotel January 26th. Contact
JERRY JENSEN for details, or see Dec. DRIVE LINES. It
would be a great way to sort of kick off our Western
National Meet scheduled for Aug 8-10, 1985. After all,
if we don't support ourselves, why should anyone else?
The committee has some great events planned. Let's make
VENTURA VENTURE '85 a memorable event and show the class
organigation we are. When called upon for help, be pre-
pared to give your assistance and support your club...
HENRY FORD would be proud of yoUeeeooo

Secretary,
PS: May I take this time to personally thank our past
secretary DOROTHY KONECKO and her backup SHEL HARRIMAN

for the excellent job they have done keeping us updated
on club events and happenings.
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———— HAPPY BIRTHDAY 1635 FCRD ===~

e tliere was a year in the '30s in which
i@ fortunes reached their zenmith, 1t would
Seeelly have been 1955, It was @ year of great
chianges in the cawrs Tt wWas & yeae Of greait
commercial success for the company, mainly be-
Coillce it was the gile year of W= produceion in
the 30's when FCRD beat CHEEVROLET, and it was a
year of research and development which was to
have future consequences,

One such development which occured, many
not being aware of was the beginning of produc-
eion of the V=06 60, Dlugin- e yciziel 55505 o
gines were manufactured for the European market
for the Frenech and Taglisk, T weotld remain in
Bricish production Up UntilSeheRnes,

Getting back to the 1935 Model L8, Lawrence
Sheldrick claims credit for the ehassis layout.
He achieved a "front seat ride" for all the pass-
engers by moving the engine 8.5 inches forward
as well as all passenger seats. The fore and
aft balance was greatly improved and along with
a better ride made the car more stable at high
speeds.

Moving the engine forward produced inter-
ference between sump and axle. Independent sus-
pension was on obyvious solution because the en-
gine could be cradled between the suspension
elements. However, Mr. BorditsbesSic iy his
transverse spring led him to claim that he used
a transverse spring for the same reason that
wheels are round - because they workl! He also
compared his system to the wilmoeSefia bird, in
that the tips move the most while the body re-
mains steady.

Mr. Sheldrick's solution was made within
the limits of Mr. Ford's technical philosophy.
The transverse spring was mounted ahead of the
front axle.The springbase now being 11 inches
longer that the car's 112 inch wheelbase be—
came = useful advertising point,.the car now
being much softer on the road. FORD now had
the jump on CHEVROLET, whose Dubonnet suspen-
sion was not without fault,



The - '35 frame was much stronger, using more
box sections and heavier bracing throughout,
The clutch was improved which meant lighter pres-
sure , yet medueing slimpime, Scili icentering
brake shoes coupled wiiun floating wedges im-
proved the system somewhat, but with the increa-
sed weight of the car as well:greater speed
problems did arise., Yet FORD was able to offer
mechanical brakes for one more year without fear
of undue competitive problems, as the G change-
over to the hydrolic system was not complete.

The siyling credit for the '35H, which was
publicaliy Hntroduced onBee, 29, 195k, goes
to Phil Weislt of Brisess Manufsicturing €o, SO
pleased were FORD officials that the order went
out to go right into a full-scale mockup of wood
- rather than the customeary clay model routine,

The new Model L8 avoided the extreme bulk
of the GM line, and maintained a crispness of
line found nowhere else in the industry. The
PLYMOUTH combined heavy convex fenders to a
rather slender beody with only fair result., o
many tastes, the independents, such as STUDE-
BAKER, HUDSON, and NASH, were simply downrlght
UGLY, challenged only by the incredible round-
ness of the Master CHEVROLET turtled on a 113+
inch wheelbase with all pretensions of grace
totally destroyed.

By the end of the medell veaw, BORD Had
decisively regained industry leadershipypin sales
with 826,519, compared to CHEVROLET's 656,698
and PLYMOUTH's 382,925,

With such success, FORD's future for '36
seemed quite bright - - - - or was 1it?

Bob Rose

Note; Infermation gathered freeon SHOREE M GTE
THIRTIES, Pelersen Publishing Co.
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I den'lt think so.
John B. Miles

Some time ago an article appeared in the
V-8 Times about how installing an overflow tank
on early V-8's would end overheating. I don't
think so.

The overflow tank or coolant recovery tank,
was designed to catch the small amount of initial
loss of fluid due to normal expansion and to help
prevent corrosion. The heating and cooling of
the system will eventually purge the system of
air and since rust and corrosion need air, the
deterioration of the components is slowed.

Take the pressure cap from a late model auto
and it will overheat even if the overflow tank
is the size of a fifty-five gallon drum.

More recently, we read an article about
a late model 36 truck that would (during that
period) carry a ten ton pay load at seventy-
five miles per hour.

The highest optional axel ratio available
that year was 5.14:1. Tire size, as advertised
was 600 x 20 and each revolution of the wheel
would move the vehicle 8.3776 feet. The
wheel would have to rotate 630.25 times per
mile. Since the axel ratio is Slde s the
engine would be turning 3239.50 revolutions
per mile. At sixty miles an hour, the engine
would be turning 53.99 revolutions per second.
At seventy-five miles per hour the engine would
be turning. 4049.36 R.P.M.

Eighty-five horse power moving a little
over seven tons at 75 M.P.H.? I don't think
so.



Jan. 6 -

Jan. 26 -

Feb. 3 -
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COMING EVENTS

Valley V-8 Meeting

Union Federal Savings & Loan Bldg.

V.P. Dave Sanborne will be showing us
the new LeBaron Bonney slide present-
ation on upholstery. MWe're the first
club to view this--so don't miss out.

Installation Nat'l Board of Directors

Early Ford V-8 Club of America
Disneyland Hotel

Valley V-8 Meeting

Union Federal Savings & Loan Bldg.

Jack Miles will share with us the gad-
gets and special tools he's fabricated
over the years to make working on our
old Fords a lot easier.

Brunch at Tequilla Willies.

Date to be announced.

Ventura Venture

Western Nat'|l Meet
Ventura, CA

VenTuva el

Coinillee /Jdecetl e

Jamuwary 10,85 TiZe PM
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\ Domestic &
Foreign
Auto Parts Parts & Supplies
| MACHINE SHOP and BALANCING
; Monday thru Friday @ am. 1o 8 pm %
Saturday 9 to 6 - Sunday 10 to 4
[894-6441)

10241 Woodley (At Devonshire), Sepuiveda

s NEW &
g RECONDITIONED

I NO. HOLLYWOOD BATTERY
HIGHEST QUALITY FOR MAXIMUM
PERFORMANCE & LONG LIFE

r Correct 6 Volt Sizes
For Early V-8's
AUTO
10748 Burbank Blvd. TRUCK
No. Hollywood, Ca. 91601 MOTORCYCLE
{818) 766-5530 MARINE
e DOMESTIC
e FOREIGN
e PAINT & BODY SHOP
SUPPLIES

Serving You Since 1955

RICHARD MATHIESEN

Manager

340-1536

21422 SHERMAN WAY, CANOGA PARK, CA 91303
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