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VALLEY V-8's
February 1990
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Several weeks ago I had the pleasure
of driving my '39 Tudor for the first time
since completing a total restoration. There
is real satisfaction and pride of accomplish-
ment when you roll out of the driveway on
that first test drive. Knowing that a number
of you are currently restoring cars, I wish
all of you the success of completing your
project in the coming year and enjoying that
first drive,

I was hoping that a number of you would
make a new year's resolution to pay the
Valley V-8's annual dues early. The evidence
doesn't indicate that many people made that
resolution, aswe have many members unpaid.
As outlined in the January Drivelines, dues
are still $15.

It's time to start setting aside those
surplus and unwanted parts for our Spring
auction. Last year's auction was a great
success and lots of fun, due to your gener-
ous donations., Let's see if we can't equal
last years event.

The tour scheduled for February 11, 1o
the Museum of Flying should be quite inter-
esting, This facility is referred to as "The
Mini-Smithsonian Air and Space Museum'", It
is located on property that was once a part
of the Douglas Aircraft Co. plant, where the
Douglas DC 3, DC 4, DC 6 and DC 7's were
manufactured. Several other car clubs have
already made this tour and enjoyed it.

Some of the tours still in the planning
stage are: the Heritage House in Pasadena,
the Don Durkee Annual overnight tour to
Solvang and the Queen Mary 1939 Celebration.
We are still looking for help in planning
and putting on additional tours.



Thanks to Jack Miles for his enlighten-
talk on a variety of restoration and main-
tenance tips at the January Meeting. The
program for February will be another Loren
Sorensen Video tape. Some of the high lights
of the tape are: 50th anniversary of the Ford
and Mercury, Ford at the 1964 New York World's
Fair and 25th anniversary of the Mustang,

See you at the February Meeting.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Feb 4 Regular meeting, Mercury Savings
Magnolia & Laurel Canyon, 7:30 P.M.
Tire deicleing-at {300

Felbed Swap Meet at E1 Camino College,
sponsored by VCCA

Feb 11 Tour to the Museum of Flying, meet
a1 sBatboa Parky 9i15:4.M.

Feb 17-18Big Three swap meet at Jack Murphy
Stadium, San Diego

Feb« 48 Pomona swap meet at Fairplex
Mar 4 Regular meeting, Mercury Savings
Apri22 Spring Car Show at Woodley Park

sponsored by CHVA., Registration $10
Chuck Shubb 818/882-2927



From the Secretary’s Quill

Jerry kicked off the first meeting of the new year asking for
suggestions for club tours. As you may or may not know, we
do not have a designated tour director this year. However,
several club members have volunteered to honcho specific
tours. Dudley Ochsner is working on a luncheon tour to the
Heritage House in Pasadena, Don Durkee is coordinating
Solvang, Jay Fortman is working with his contacts on a tour to
the China Lakes Naval Air Station Air Show and Dave Sanborn
is already planning the Quad Clubs’ Breakfast. In addition to
those that have already volunteered, we need your help. So
give Jerry a call with your ideas. Also, let Jerry know whether
you prefer Saturday or Sunday tours and whether or not you
want to have the Holiday Party at Calamigos Ranch again this
year. While we’re on the subject of needs, Chuck Mair needs
articles for the Drive Lines. Please send Chuck articles that you
feel would be of interest to the members. We’re looking for
news about old cars, technical tips or even personal experiences
that you may have encountered while working on your "old"
Ford product.

Jay Fortman is looking for a ’32 Roadster windshield and top
and Don Dupree needs a radiator for his ’41 Mercury — seems
someone stoles his, along with some other goodies from his
backyard.

For the first time in fifteen years, Harold Selson came to a
meeting without his name badge. You guessed it! Sorry
Harold. Harold’s loss could be your gain. There will be 20
bucks in the pot at the next meeting — so be there with badges
on.



Bob Rose missed out on the fantastic brownies included
in the refreshments brought by Joe DiFatta and Jerry
Jensen. Try the February meeting Bob, and see what
Larry Caplan bakes.

Back to bucks — DUES ARE DUE. Send your payment
(315 I think) to Terry Smith, or to the Club’s P.O. Box.
Remember, membership in the National is a prerequisite
for membership in the local.

Jack "Trust Me" Miles gave a talk on wiring and tips of
the trade. Let’s see Jack, was that green for gauges, red
for ignition and black for tail lights? Whatever — I do
know that I’ll be sure to put in a 4923 seal the next time
I rebuild a water pump - now who do I get to cut the
chamfer? Anyhow, if any of this does not make sense,
ask Jack. If it does make sense, you’re in trouble. —
Thanks Jack!

During the presentation, Isabelle DiFatta wanted to know
why early Ford V-8’s have such a wide tappet clearance?
I'm not sure if she got an understandable answer, so I
went to the archives and found an answer by Murray
Fahnestock published in a 1939 V-8 Ford Service
Handbook. The answer has been reproduced on the
following page for your edification.

Lin and I will not be at the February meeting. We’'ll be
celebrating our 25th Wedding Anniversary. I wanted to
buy a ’50 Ford in honor of the occasion, but she wanted
to go to the Pro Bowl in Honolulu. Guess who won that
one? Watch for us on TV. We’ll be thinking of you.

{(_____



Questions on Tappet Clearance

Q. Why is so much tappet clearance used for Ford
V-8 engines?

A. Ford uses ample tappet clearance because all
valve stems expand under heat. This expansion may
easily be as much as .008 or .010 inch under extreme
conditions of sustained high speeds. It is because Ford
uses ample valve clearance (to allow room for expan-
sion) that Ford engines “stand up” so much better
than other engines under extreme conditions. With
Ford, reliability comes first.

While using ample tappet clearance to secure reli-
ability, the Ford engineers have made the valve-action
quiet by using a “multi-speed cam,” which may be
fancifully compared with an 8-speed transmission,
operating as follows: The cam is so designed that,
while the push rod is in contact with the heel of the
cam, the rod and valve are at rest and the valve is
closed. As the cam revolves, the slope of the cam
(which represents First Speed) comes into action, and
the rod is lifted gently to take up nearly all of the
clearance between rod and valve stem.

Did you notice that word “nearly?” Just as the rod
is about to touch the valve stem, Second Speed comes
into action, as a section of the cam is reached which
has a much gentler slope. Consequently, instead of
hitting the valve stem a hard and noisy blow, the push
rod is eased gently against it, thus greatly reducing
both noise and wear.

As soon as the push rod has made firm contact with
the valve stem, a section of the cam, with much great-
er slope, comes into action. Thus Third Specd opens
the valve, against the resistance of the valve spring,
as quickly as possible. Finally, the nose of the cam
comes into contact with the tappet, where the rate of
opening is slowed down. This Fourth Speed slows down
the rate of opening to zero, while still holding the
valve wide open.

Further movement of the cam commences the clos-
ing of the valve, and Fifth Speed increases the rate
of closing. While Sixth Speed almost closes the valve,
at a much more rapid rate. Then that part of the cam
having a more gentle slope is reached, and the head of
the valve is eased gently down on the valve seat.
Finally the push rod is moved rapidly away from the
valve stem by the Eighth Speed. This completes the
complete cycle of operations.



APRIL 22

Over 500 Vehicles expected at the fabulous

SPRING CAR SHOW

WOODLEY PARK

{QN THE GRASS)

Pre-Registration $10.00 (Deadline - April 1)

Late Registrration $15.00
HRERHY- -CLASSES

Antiques (Open/Closed)
Thirties (Open/Closed)
Forties  (Open/Closed)
Fifties (Open/Closed)
Sisties  (Open/Closed)
Special Interest Vehicles
Sports (American/Foreign)
Rods/Customs
All Trucks (1900-1969)§3
Special Awards

¢ Peoples Choice

e Best of Show

Picnic Tables & Food Vendor
in Park--Bring the Family

118 Fwy

SHOW LOCATION

4 Mile South of Victory Blvd
on Woodley Ave, Sepulveda
Dam Recreation Basin in front
of Tillman Oriental Garden

Jpodley Ave
405 Fwy

Victory Blvd

Sunday April 22
For Info Call:

Birhank Blvd

Chuck Shubb (818) 882-2927
Rop Cook (818) 886-0459

01 Fwy

Sponsored by

The Contemporary Historical Vehicle Association

Coastal Valleys CHVA Region

& ===



Join the Valley V-8's on a tour to the
Museum of Flying. This is a new facility ‘at
Santa Monica Airport. Using exhibits, videos,
aircraft and film, the Museum of Flying
shows how aviation has embraced and stimulated
changes in science, art, economics, culture,
politics, and entertainment. Throughout the
facility, the adjacent courtyard, and fhe
ramp adjoining the active runway on Santa
Monica Airport, historically significant
aircraft will be on display.

Date: Sunday, February 11, 1990

Limie. Meet at Balboa Park, parking lot
N/W corner of Balboa and Burbank
at 9:15 AM, Tour leaves Park for
Santa Monica at 9:30 sharp!

Museum : Admission, group rate $2, tour at
Musepm- to- stang at.J40300 AV, Tour
lasts approximately 1% hours.

Tunch: There are several restaurants in
the immediate vicinitye.



Please forward the following information with
your $15.00 annual dues. We need to update
our membership directory.

HAME SPOUSE
ADDRESS

PHONE OCCUPATION
CARS OWNED

FOR SALE
1936 Radio, $200.,00, Ben DiFatta 818/347-9305

Top bow set for 28-31 "A' roadster pickup,
Art Bjornstad 805/379-2801

1935-3%36 Pheaton doors, left & right rear -
pair 35-36 5 window coupe doors - two 35
tire covers, Ted Mersch 213/257-4724

59 A engine, bored, cam, dual carbs, heads,
$2,000.00, Chuck Shubb 818/882-2927

9 Tord brake and clutch assembly,
Hino Russo 213/877-2314

PARTS WANTED

19%2 Roadster windshield and bows for top
Jay Fortman 818/345-8594, 619/377-4686

One 15" rim for 46-43 Mercury, columbia
controls for 46-48 TFord.
Art Bjornstad 805/3%79-2801

32,33,34 open car windshield wiper motors
Tarold Johansen 818/784-1068

41 lMercury radiator, Don Dupree 818/894-7255



>>>>> BELATED JANUARY <<<<<
S>>>>>>>>> BIRTHDAYS <<<<<<<<<L<

January 19 - Jack Miles

January 25 - John Wolf

January 28 - Jerry Littner
>>>>> FEBRUARY <<<<<

DE5>5>5>3>5>>> BIRTHDAYS <<

February 6 - Cecely Adams

February 11 Don Durkee

February 27 - Lin Kemmerer

February 27 - Patricia Culp

<<<< Happy Birthday to All of you. >>>>

Please let us know when your Birthday is !

Your Name:

Your Birthday:

Spouse’s Name:

Spouse’s Birthday:

Fill out the above information and mail to:
Virginia Wolf
13024 Hartsook Street

Sherman Oaks, CA 91423




VINTAGE CARS DRIVEN TO THE JANUARY MEETING

Joe DiFatta 48 lopd Coupe
Chuck lMair 41 Bord Coupe
Virginia & John Wolf 40 Ford Coupe

Ar+t & Lorraine Bjornstad 40 Ford Convert.
William Toensing 41 Tuder .Spee Dlx
Harold Selson 36 TFord Coupe
Harold Johansen %2 Ford Roadster
Jerry Jensen 49 Pord Tudor

Formerly
Chick Hart
Printers D 6

Specializing in
Complete Quality Printing

OFFSET - 25" MAX - COMPLETE BINDERY SERVICE =
TIVPESETTING - GRAPHIC DESIGN - EMBOSSING Sari ,f,:';a”
DIE CUTTING - FOIL STAMPING - CAMERA WORK 9 ey

5920 LEMONA AVENUE « VAN NUYS, CA 91411 . (818) 782-9883

UNIQUE
REALTY
SERVICES

LOANS

&
SALES Ben Difatta

Vice President ® Managing Broker

FAX (805) 259-2943
Bus. (805) 259-5096 245022 LYONS AVE.
Res. (805) 716-5583 NEWHALL, CA 91321



Demestic &
Forelgn
Auto Parts Parts & Supplies

MACHINE SHOP and BALANCING E
Monday thru Friday 9 am. 1o 8 pm (]
Sstuidey 9 to § - Sundey 10 to 4
{894-6441)

Nira) Candhead.

10241 Woodley (At D ®), Sep

- NEW &
g RECONDITIONED

NO. HOLLYWOOD BATTERY
HIGHEST QUALITY FOR MAXIMUM
PERFORMANCE & LONG LIFE

Correct 6 Volt Sizes
For Early V-8's

AUTO
10748 Burbank Bivd TRUCK
No. Hoflywood, Ca. 91601 MOTORCYCLE
(818) 768-5530 MARINE

(ountry Roap
UTOMOTIVE

CUSTOM FLATHEAD ENGINES
STOCK -or- STREET LETHAL

JACKMILES
 (313) 3475617
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RUSS’ TRANSMISSIONS

Transmission Specialists

DON M@ USS#BCWEL RUSS

7760 Balboa Blvd. RUSS SYLVIS
Van Nuys, CA 91406 (818) 901-9500




CLASSIFIED

Auto - Homeowners -
-ANTICUE CARS-
ED HARDIN INSURANCE

Bustnms - Lile Helth - Aircralt

aifls

Call us lor your Insurance needs
(818) 368-5683

L. T. “LEE" SAWYER, INC.

Jobber
Shell Ol and Chermical Products

14117 Aetna St . Box 369
Van Nuys. California 91408
TOM SAWYER Tetephone (818) 786-8180 7850902

NLW DONATER OF MONTHLY CASE OF MOTOR OIL
T0O OUR CLUB. THANK YOU, TOM SAWYER.

The Prudential @

California Realty

13400 Ventura Blvd.

Sherman Oaks, California 91423 Brﬁé?gg]’:ﬁgﬁ
Bus. (818) 788-5400

Res. (818) 761-1734

FAX (818) 784-4926

MAIR GLASS SERVICE
15140 Valerio Street
Van Nuys, California 91405
786-5008 -+ 7859413




PAST PRESIDENTS

ED'WARNOCIS. o i S i MG
JORNBUSKC oo .. n i st S RS o B

MEETINGS: Mercury Savings and Loan
Magnolia and Laurel Canyon Blvd.
- 1st Sunday of Every Month -
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