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THE VALLEY V-8's
November 1990

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The October meetinghad a fairly good
turnout, even though a few of our regular
participating members were at Hershey, in-
cluding our peerless secretary, John Kemmerer
Jim Winnette brought in photos he had taken
at the Peppermill breakfast tour and Pat
Berry had photos that he had taken at the
Western National Meet at Reno. Thanks for
the good pictures guys. Bob Campbell missed
out on $35 by not being there with his name
tag on. Tomy Thompson furnished the goodies
to go with the coffee and tea. Ben and
Isabel DiFatta filled in for Virginia and
John Wolf, taking care of the coffee equip-
ment,

The tour for November will be on Nov-
ember 11th to the Los Angeles City Fire
Department helicopter unit at Van Nuys Air-
port. We will meet at the usual place, Bal-
boa Park, Balboa and Burbank. Some members
may wish to go directly to the airport, but
unless you know the location of the helicop-
ter unit it-is di ffrenlkito : finda Thcigate
is closed and the sign is difficult to see
from the street. Following our visit to the
helicopter unit we will go to a local rest-
aurant for breakfast or brunch.

it is..only a monith.tibithe holiday
party which will be at the Calimigos Ranch
on December 8th., Bring your check or money
and make your reservation with Al Spencer
at the November meeting.

In closing out the year of the 50th
anniversary of the 40 Ford, Larry Caplan will
put on a program about the 40 Ford. larry
has a large collection of 40's and his ex-
pertise on the subject will make this an




interesting and enjoyable evening. See you
at the November meeting.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov 4 Regular meeting, Mercury Savings,
Magnolia & Laurel Canyon, 7:30 P.M.
Tire kicking at 7:08

Nov 4 5th Annual Car Show & Picnic at
Upland Memorial Park, sponsored by
the Baldy View Regional Chapter.

Now 11 Tour to the L.A.. ClLEysEircllicm,
Helicopter Unit

Dec 2 Pomona swap meet

Dec 8 Holiday Party at Calimigos Ranch

Welcome to New Members

Clark Mecier
Miles Schofield & JOHN SANCHEZ
PARTS WANTED

Chandler Grove carburetor
Dudley Ochsner, 818/793-5104

Air elecaner for.54 Mereciey
Pat Berry, 619/93%8-23%60

1935 straight arm outside rear view mirrer
Dave Sanborn, 818/980-043%6

OVERNIGHTER

TO
HEARST CASTLE
(Stay at Cambria Pines Lodge )
November 10 - 11th
Contact Blacky A.S.A.P.
(805 ) 499-1021




The Secretary’s Quill

Just got off the phone with Chuck Mair, tried to get out of
doing an article, but he won’t let me off the hook. He
doesn’t like a lot of white pages, needs an article, so I've
got an hour to write, have typed and mail.

Jerry beat me to the punch writing about the Breakfast
Tour on September 23rd (don’t know how he did that with
a deadline of the 20th) and I was out of town so missed
the last meeting. Guess the only thing I have to tell you
about is HERSHEY. What a week! I've always been in
love with the North East in the Fall. This year was no
exception, the conditions were just a little bit different.
Several tropical storms did a number on the weather. We
had record temperatures (high), record rain fall and record
mud. Nighttime temperatures did not get much below
seventy, with temperatures in the high seventies and
eighties during the day. The plan was to work the blue
filed on Wednesday, Chocolate on Thursday, Green on
Friday, with Saturday left for the concourse and back-
tracking. Wednesday was fantastic! The smell of chocolate
lingered in the air. Wednesday is supposed to be set up
day but it is usually the best day with most of the vendors
already set up and if your lucky and quick, you get first
pick at the good merchandise. — Ended up spending eight
hours in the blue field, with a quick tour of the Chocolate
annex. It was a shorts and t-shirt day (in contrast to two
years ago when the brass monkeys weren’t even out at
noon). Started bumping into people from other parts of
the country. Jack Edison, past National President from
the mid West was there with his ‘89 Western National meet
Lake Arrowhead t-shirt on. Also spent some time with a
friend of mine from New Jersey, that had a space. One
advantage to knowing someone with a space and spending
some time at one location, is you get a chance to meet
people from all around the world. I had a chance to talk
to people from Australia, France, Argentina, Holland,
Brazil, Italy and Ventura. The only problem Wednesday



was not enough daylight. We were still walking rows at
dusk, but things really start to slow down as the tables get
covered up and the honey dippers start making their
rounds.

The rest of the week was an entirely different story; still
plenty warm, but the rain never really stopped. Now I've
been in mud before, but nothing like this. — The rain just
kept coming. — Saw Dave Sanborn walking by with two
additional heads on his shoulders. Also saw Ralph
Hubbard. Looking at these two guys you’d never guess we
were in the middle of a storm. Bumped into Gordie
Chamberlin, no hat, glasses steamed, soaking wet — he just
"found" a Ford medallion from the thirties and didn’t even
know it was raining. Once the porta-potties started floating
I about had enough. After grabbing a cup of cider and an
apple from the AACA stand, I packed it in and went up to
the Pocono Mountains to get reacquainted with nature and
Rolling Rock beer.

Never did make it to the concourse on Saturday; don’t
know if they even had one. All things considered, I'd do
it again in a minute. But, I'll have to wait until next year.
In the meantime, I'll have stories to tell that will get bigger
and better as the year goes on. — Lin is still finding car
parts in odd places. Just rescued second gear from the
dirty wash.

Forgot to mention last month that congratulations are in
order for our Drive Lines editor, Chuck Mair. He joined
the ranks of the retired. Now if only Polly can find enough
to keep him busy.

Don’t forget to vote on Tuesday in the General election.
And then remember our club election. Jerry could use
your support in filling several of the offices and God knows
I don’t want to do this next year. So look in the mirror
and ask yourself "What have I done for the Club lately?"

Remember to count your blessings and have a Happy

Thanksgiving!
Jr— &




THE STEERING COLUMN

Early Ford V-8 Club of America

Regional Group #84

BY THE TIME | GET TO PHOENIX September, 1990
(Not the Glenn Campbell Version)

June 6, 1990 was the day | planned to leave on a one- month long trip with my
*50 Ford ciub coupe. | had planned on leaving at midnight so | could cross the desert
in the cool of the night.

| started my long day at 6:00 AM in order to achieve everything | had left for the
last minute. | had planned on working all day and sleeping from 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM.
Well, you guess It, there was no time to sleep.

The day got filled up with taking care of two yards 1/2 acre each, a trip to
Ventura, going to four auto parts stores to find that special part, buffing and waxing the
'50, preparing dinner for my wife and all my kids, "a turkey roast with aii the timmings”,
and then pack the car for one month. By the time all of the above was completed, it
was time to take a shower and hit the highway.

| left the house at 12 midnight on June 6 and said good-bye to my wife and

family. | started on the 23 freeway with the moon big and bright and the 50 running
just like a clock. The radio was on K-Earth playing all the good oldies such as Hot Rod
Lincoln, Rockin Robin, Peggy Sue and all the good old tunes of the '50s. | was feeling
.good, not tired at all and thought | could drive forever just my *50 and myself. The
traffic was light and the cars that did pass either held their thumbs up or honked their
homs. It sure built up my enthusiasm for the one-month long trip. As | drove through
the center of Los Angeles the traffic got heavier and the drivers less courteous and
when they honked their horns it meant get that damn old car off the highway. But my
patience, which | don't have much, held out and | got through the center of Los
Angeles without any problems. As | was heading toward San Bernardino about 2:00
AM, | saw a good-looking female hitchhiker. She was wearing a short dress like a
cheerleader would wear and she had an armful of books. Well, | thought she would be
good company on my way to Phoenix, but she also may not be a real nice girl so |
decided to just wave and pass her by. As | looked in the rearview mirror, from the
hand signal she gave me | think she was wanting a ride to the moon.

Well, by now | am in the San Bernardino area and the traffic is very light and it's
about 2:30 AM. | was driving at 65 miles per hour when | noticed a *50 4-door green
Olds starting to pass me. So | declded to pick up my speed to 70 miles per hour which
was the same speed the '50 Olds was travelling. We drove side by side for about 10
miles with him eye-balling my car and me watching his green Olds 4-door as if we
wanted to see which one of us was going to increase our speed first. The Olds pulled
in front so | increased my speed to 75 miles per hour. Now we were side by side
again, but not for long. The Olds took off again and that was the end of my patience
and | had the pedal to the metal. |thought that just maybe, by looking at the blistered
and faded paint on his trunk, his engine might be in as poor shape as his paint. With
the pedal to the metal we are still side by side. My little Ford seemed to be peaking at
85 in or out of overdrive as the green Olds ste*ts to pass me by. But the littie Ford
seems to want to please its master as the spe sdometer started to increase to 97, an
even 100 and finally 105 miles per hour. | knew that Olds could not handie that 100
plus miles per hour. But this is not the movies and the moon has disappeared just like

those "50 Olds tail lights did in the dark of the night. | held my speedometer at 100 plus



for another 10 miles but never saw that ‘50 green Olds again. Which reminded me
when | was in high school driving my Hawthorne green 50 Ford club coupe. It used to
out drag racs everything except ‘50 Oldsmobiles and things haven't changed today.

| reduced my speed back down to 65 miles per hour and after driving ata 100
miles per hour, it seemed like | was going nowhere. | soon became sleepy while
driving and started to hallucinate seeing two white lines instead of one line. It was
4:00 AM and | had plenty of time to get to Phoenix. So | decided to stop at Quartsize,
Arizona to pull in a gas station and get an hour of sleep. | laid my head over on the
right side of the seat to get some sleep. | was asleep and dreaming that somebody
was watching me sleep. | jumped up to scare them away but as | woke up nobody was
there so | looked at my watch; it was only 4:10 AM. | then realized | could not sleep so |
started the car and headed for Phoenix. Nob-dy v‘is on the highway, but now | feit
wide awake with a slight headache, kind of like a hangover, if you know what | mean.

| drove for about one hour and now it was 5:00 AM and it started to get light
outside. | have not seen any cars since | left Quartsize, but as | look ahead | could see
a car parked on the side of the road. As | come closer to this parked car on the side of
the road, it starts to look familiar. This parked car just happens to be a dark green '50
Olds 4-door the same as | had seen earlier this morning for a short while. | stopped to
see if he had car trouble. Yes, you guessed it—he had run out of gas. He asked me if |
would push him to the next gas station. | told him no | didn't want to scratch my
bumper. The he said he had a tow rope, would | tow him to the next gas station. | told
him | would love to tow that *50 Olds behind my '50 Ford. | only wished | had a video
- camera with me. |did tow him to the next gas station and he was very thankful | did.
He told me | was the only car he saw after leaving me in the dark earlier that morning.
For towing him to the gas station, he said he would buy me breakfast. He wanted to
know where | was going and | told him to the Phoenix airport to pick up a friend. He
said he would meet me there for breakfast where we sat and talked about the old days.

His name was Pete; he was single, about 30 years old. He talked about the
"70s and | talked about the "50s. | asked Pete Iif he saw the good looking college giri
with a short dress looking for a ride. He said yes, but he said he thought the books
were a decoy so he left her standing there as | did and received the same hand signal.
Well, we parted very good friends and | picked up my friend from the airport and went
on with my trip to the Central and Eastern national meets.

| don't think Glenn Campbell with all his claim to fame could have as much fun
as | did with my '50 Ford coupe that night travelling to Phoenix. What do you think??

Don Durkee
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Join the Valley V-8's on a tour to the Los
Angeles City Fire Department helicopter

unit at Van Nuys Airport. We will see their
new Bell helicopter and have an orientation
on their air operations. Air ambulance, cliff
canyon and river rescue, water drops, high
rise and night sun will be demonstrated. We
will go to a restaurant in the vicinity for
breakfast or brunch after our visit to the
helicopter unit,

Date: November 11, 1990

Time: Meet at Balboa Park, Burbank and
Balboa at 9:00 A.M,




Vinbage Cars Driven to the October Meeting

Jim Winnett 51t Forel Be2 FPockup

Harold Selson 36 Ford 5W Coupe

Harold Johansen %2 Pord Rozdster

John Sanchez A0~ Ford-Gonvertible

Chuck Mair 41 Ford Coupe

Craig Lapair 40 Ford Coupe

Pose Berry 50 Ford Fordor

Don Dupree 46 TFord Pickup

Bill Woods 40 Merc Club Coupe

>>>>> NOVEMBER <<<<<

>>>>>>>>>> BIRTHDAYS <<<<<<<<<<

November 6 Ruth Spencer

November 12 - Mary Ruth Luening

November 12

Ann Miles

November 16 - Ben Di Fatta

<<<< Happy Birthday to All of you. >>>>

John Mangiapane 14743 Keswick Street
(818) 994-5077 Van Nuys, CA 91405




Formerly
Chich Hart
Printers

Specializing in

Complete Quality Printing

OFFSET - 25 MAX - COMPLETE BINDERY SERVICE s
TVPESETIING - GRAPHIC DESIGN - EMBOSSING b

DI CUTIING - FOR STAMPING - CAMERA WORK SevingiThe Valey

5920 LEMONA AVENUE - VAN NUYS, CA 91411 - (818) 762-9883 l

" pAT BFRRY PHOTO
Unique

Real Es Ben DiFatta
Lending President - Managing Broker

Bus. (805)259-5096
Res. (818)716-5583 24502 1/4 Lyons Ave.
FAX (805) 259-2943 Newhall, CA 91321



VALLEY V 8
HOLIDAY PARTY
&
INSTALLATION BANQUET

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1990 at CALAMIGOS RANCH

MULHOLLAND & KANAN ROAD
327 SOUTH LATIGO CANYON ROAD

MALIBU, CA
SN icepie

7:00 P.M. - 8 P.M. ** RESTORATION HOUR **

8PN **% DINNER **

CHOICE OF DINNER

PRIME RIB ** $27.50
CHICKEN BREAST ** $23.50

OPTIONAL GIFT EXCHANGE $3.00 MAX.

CHECKS AND R.S.V.P. RESERVATIONS TO:

o

o

i AL SPENCER

o 3948 GOODLAND AVENUE

x> STUDIO CITY, CA 91604
(818) 761-1734

o

&

FE

o




)Auto Par§ Parts & s"”""

MACHINE SHOP and BALANCING =
Monday thru Friday ® am. 10 8 pm h_‘d
Q dey 9 to § - Sundey 10 to &
[894-6441)

hira) < o4

10241 Woodley (At Dx ®), D

NEW &
g RECONDITIONED

NO. HOLLYWOOD BATTERY
HIGHEST QUALITY FOR MAXIMUM
PERFORMANCE & LONG LIFE

Correct 6 Volit Sizes
For Early V-8's

AUTO
10748 Burbank Bivd. TRUCK
No Hollywood, Ca. 91601 MOTORCYCLE
(818) 768-5530 MARINE

UTOMOTIVE

CUSTOM FLATHEAD ENGINES
STOCK -or- STREET LETHAL

JACK MILES :
(818) 347-8617

SAVIC 18ansy,
s,

RUSS’ TRANSMISSIONS

Transmission Specialists

DONAT GUSS = '€ALL RUSS

7760 Balboa Blivd. RUSS SYLVIS
Van Nuys, CA 91406 (818) 901-9500




CLASSIFIED

Asste) - Homeowners -

-ANTIPLE CARS-

ED HARDIN INSURANCE

Buseass - Lile Hesalth - Aircralt
P

Call us for your Insurnce s

(818) 368-5683

L. T. “LEE” SAWYER, INC.

Jobber
Shell O and Chermwcal Products

14117 Aeina St . Box 369
Van Nuys. Calforrea 91408

TOM SAWYER Telephone (818) 7868180 7850902

NLW DOWATER OF MONTHLY CASE OF MOTOR OIL
TO OUR CLUB. THANK YOU, TOM SAWYER.

The Prudential @
California Realty

13400 Ventura Blvd.
o AL SPENCER
Sherman Oaks, California 91423 Broker Consultant

Bus. (818) 788-5400

Res. (818) 761-1734
FAX (818) 784-4926

MAIR GLASS SERVICE
15140 Valerio Street
Van Nuys, California 91405
786-5008 - 7859413




PAST PRESIDENTS

STAN MASRAJE ciicne o ctbalais o - i s i OSSR e
BOBDRAKE .....iiiie it as s b 0 0 S SRR

MEETINGS: Mercury Savings and Loan
Magnolia and Laurel Canyon Blvd.
- 1st Sunday of Every Month -

1971-72
1972-73
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