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THE VALLEY V-8’s

January 1991
“Our 20th Year”

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Henry Ford and Company built millions of Fords. His
thought, of course, was that everyone could afford a Ford.
Whether you were a businessman, plumber, farmer or a
housewife, Henry’s “Ford” was for the working class. While
Fords were in production he set affordable prices. He was a
leader. Even Chevy and Plymouth took lessons on car pricing
& mass productions. ‘

If you (Early V-8 Club members) think about it... we have
been "selected” or "chosen” to maintain and preserve these
Ford beauties. To drive your “pride and joy” on the weekend
or just to back it out of the garage is a thril. If only leaded gas
was still 27.9¢ per gallon!!

I would like to plan a June or July driving meeting. We
would start from a park (approximately 4 p.m.) and drive to 2
or 3 members homes, view their cars and garage set up.
Perhaps at the first “thrill spot” we would have hors d'oeuvres
or snacks. At the second garage have an actual dinner,
perhaps Rizza or a 6 foot long sandwich or even a potluck and
with the third garage a dessert. What are your ideas? Would
you volunteer your garage or back lawn for this type of
program? Call me.

By now you have received your"Dues” Letters. If not call
me at 782-9883. We want to have an up-to-date Roster and
Membership card for all members at our March meeting.

“Here’s to 1991”

Joe D.
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Don’t wait for an accident to find out
you‘ve got the wrong coverage.

Our January 6th meeting has to do with “The Guide Lines
& Fine Lines” of Classic Car Insurance.

Our speaker will be Ken Banks, owner of KB insurance
service (General Broker for Quisenberry Insurance) in North
Hollywood. He is the owner of a couple of classic cars
(unfortunately no Fords, but still a nice guy).

He is a past president of North Hollywood Rotary and
resides in North Hollywood with his lovely wife, Shirley.

You may want to bring a guest or a prospective member.
See you then.

Let's talk about the “41°. After the stylish 40—apparently
someone at the Ford Company thought that a “bubbletype”
body was needed. No more running boards, wider seating
areaq, the column shift was in its 2nd year and bigger cars were
needed for the 40's.



TOUR

The Valley V-8°s join the CHVA and the W.P.C. clubs on a
tour to the Richard Carpenter car collection in Pico Rivera.
Richard Carpenter is the male half of the famous “Carpenters®
recording and stage duo. Meet at Woodley Park at 11:00 A.M.
on January 13th.

Calendar of Events

Jan.6  Swap meet at Pomona Fairplex—Go Early

Jan.6  Regular meeting, Security Pacific
Bank, Magnolia & Laurel Canyon,
7:30 P.M. Tire kicking at 7:00 P.M.

Jan. 13 Tour to the Richard Carpenter car
collection. Meet at Woodley Park,
11:00 A.M. Contact: Chuck Shubb

Feb. 3 Regular meeting at Security Pacific
Feb.9  Tourto San Sylmar

JACKPOT
$35.00

Could Be Yours!

(You have to be present and wear your Badge to win!)




SECRETARY’S VIEWPOINT

Jerry Jensen

It was a warm night for December; but not warm enough
to melt the artificial snow on the path from the parking area to
the Calimigos Ranch bouquet room. The Valley V-8's gathered
at the Calimigos Ranch for the annual Holiday Party on
Saturday, December 8th.

Before dinner, members gathered in front of the large
stone fireplace and enjoyed the warmth of both the fire and
the good fellowship of the folks gathered there. A good glass
of wine or your favorite brew didn’t hurt either.

A very fine dinner of prime rib or chicken was enjoyed by
all. One of our members had dinner the previous night af a
well know celebrity restaurant at a much greater cost, and
said it didn‘t compare. After dinner, Santa arrived from the
North Pole, well would you believe Thousand Oaks? Santa was
assisted by two elves in distributing gifts. You don’t believe that
either? How about Judy Shubb and Carole Jensen as the
elves? It was obvious that some people didn’t keep the cost of
their gifts to the guidelines as there was some very fine gifts
seen.

Incoming President Joe DiFatta was not able to attend
and expressed his apologies to all. 1990 officers received a
plaque in recognition of their service for the year. A special
thanks to Al and Ruth Spencer for organizing the party and to
Don Durkee alias Mr. Claus.

Security Pacific has taken over Mercury Savings. If the sign
hasn’t been changed as of this writing, it probably will be by
the January meeting. See you at the Security Pacific Bank in
January.
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"Bye 1940 Ford”

e
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1941 Ford Coupe - Owned by member Jack Kelejian

1941 Prices
8¢ each per 100
F.O.B. Detroit



LAUGHING ALL
THE WAY

A 1951 Crown Victoria helped bring
humor to a couple’s first Christmas.

BY LINDA STAFFORD

n 1961, when I was 19 and liv-

ing in Colorado, I bought a

powder-blue 1951 Ford Crown

Victoria. My boyfriend, Don,
had just returned from the Marines
and didn’t have a car, so I did the
driving on our dates.

We soon were married, and I
looked forward to spending our
first Christmas together and start-
ing our own family traditions. [
thought it would be romantic to
drive to a Christmas tree farm in
the nearby mountains and chop
down our own tree.

When we got home,
we discovered that
the ropes on the tree
had slipped loose.

We walked through knee-deep
snow for an hour before we found the perfect tree. It was
beautiful! We cut it down and tied it onto the trunk of
our Ford.

When we got home, we discovered that the ropes had
slipped loose. We had dragged the tree behind the car for
30 miles, and there wasn’t a needle left on it. We laughed
until we were too weak to stand and then collapsed into
the snow.

So, for our first Christmas, we had the ugliest tree in
the world, but it didn’t matter because we were young and
in love. We've been married for 24 years now and have
four children. Whenever I see a powder-blue Ford, the
memory still makes me smile. =

Do you have a favorite story to tell?? Contact
Chuck Mair with your story and photo. Lets share it

with the membership.

Y ————
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If you need a membership badge
contact: Tomy Thompson

(818) 841-7967

R AN



DUES LETTERS ARE SENT
$18.00 for 1991
(Deadline For Roster-February 15, 1991)
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Even Santa Claus depended on a Ford to
make his rounds.

(picture courtesy of North Pole)
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‘discovered what was going on.” The Vega, which has four miles on the

Gets the Spirit at 16

Gary Clark of St. Joseph, Mo. sits behind the wheel of his 16th birthday
present, a “new” 1974 Chevrolet Vega “Spirit of America” hatchback,
given to him this past summer by his father, Gerald Clark. Dad writes,
“The car was bought in 1974 when Gary was born, and it was stored in-our
basement with a wall built around it. Gary couldn’t believe it when he

odometer, will be entered in shows and exhibits in the Midwest.

—=p—A

If you're into "Cruising' try Friday Nites 7:30 P.M, at

Bob's "Big Boy'' Restaurant 21222 Sherman Way, Canoga Park.
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Specializing in

Complete Quality Printing

5920 LEMONA AVENUE « VAN NUYS, CA 91411
(818) 782-9883

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

Domestic &
Foreign

“ Auto Part &

Parts & Supplies

MACHI R
CHINE SHOP and BALANCING VISA®
EEEEE
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Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. (81 8)

Saturday 9 to 6 - Sunday 10 to 4

894-6441

10241 Woodley (At Devonshire)

RAFFLE PRIZE DONOR

Sepulveda, CA 91343

John Mangiapane 14743 Keswick Street
(818) 994-5077 Van Nuys, CA 91405
g NEW AND
RECONDITIONED
NORTH HOLLYWOOD BATTERY

HIGHEST QUALITY FOR MAXIMUM
PERFORMANCE & LONG LIFE

Correct 6 Volt Sizes
For Early V-8's

AUTO
10748 Burbank Boulevard TRUCK
North Hollywood, CA 91601 MOTORCYCLE
(818) 766-5530 MARINE

(ountry Roan /7
UTOMOTIVE | i

CUSTOM FLATHEAD ENGINES
STOCK -or- STREET LETHAL

JACKMILES
(818) 347-8617
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“4o0ny assoc'”

RUSS” TRANSMISSIONS

Transmission Specialists
DON'T CUSS « CALL RUSS

7760 Balboa Blvd.

RUSS SYLVIS
Van Nuys, CA 91406

(818) 901-9500
Auto + Homeowners
- ANTIQUE CARS - Unique
ED HARDIN INSURANCE Real Estate Ben DiFatta
Business Life ¢ Health < Aircraft L en din g President  Managing Broker

P 3

Call us for your Insurance needs!

(818) 368-7864

Bus. (805) 259-5096
Res. (818) 716-5583

24502 1/4 Lyons Avenue

Fax. (805) 259-2943 Newhall, CA 91321




SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

L.T. “LEE” SAWYER, INC.
Jobber
Shell Oil and Chemical Products

14117 Aetna Street, Box 369
Van Nuys, California 91408
TOM SAWYER (818) 786-8180 / (818) 785-0902

RAFFLE PRIZE DONOR

The Prudential @

California Realty

13400 Ventura Bivd.
Sherman Oaks, California 91423

Bus. (818) 788-5400
Res. (818) 761-1734 = [E
Fax. (818) 784-4926 == -

AL SPENCER
Broker Consultant

W. T. TOWING
\ 24 HOUR SERVICE &
7 AND REPAIR SERVICE &
: 126 WEST ELM COURT
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91502

(818) 841-1881

® MasterCard / Visa/ Checks @
® [ocal and Long Distance ®
® Discounts for Senior Citizens e
® Heavy Duty and Flatbed Trucks Available e

MEMBER OF
=

MARVIN KAMINSKY
OWNER

Over 20 Years Experience

ACTION

AUTO GLASS

Serving the Entire Valley and Los Angeles
Mobile Service

SAM DIiFATTA

14154 OXNARD STREET, VAN NUYS, CA 91401
(818) 787-4527

Swap Meet

January




OLD CARS-NEWS & MARKETPLACE

Insurance statistics

By Marty Caskey

My automobile insurance
company sent me some interest-
ing statistics the other day, and I
thought I’d share them with you.
These figures originated from
the National Safety Council and
a national automobile insurer.

While these findings directly
apply to everyday driving, if you
take your antique on the road,
they apply to you, too! These fig-
ures scrutinize the frequency of
typical loss claims experienced
by an automobile driver.

A bodily injury claim occurs
cnce every 47 years.

e A medical claim occurs once
every 67 years.

e A property damage claim
occurs every 19 years.

e A comprehensive claim
occurs every 14 years.

e A collision claim occurs every
14 years.

e An emergency road service
claim occurs every 13 years.

People with driving convic-
tions are more likely to have
accidents. For example, drivers
with two convictions are 256
percent more likely to have an
at-fault accident than drivers
with no convictions. And drivers
with three convictions are 321
percent more likely to have an
at-fault accident than drivers
with no convictions.

Nearly 80 persent of all male
drivers and 90 percent of all
female drivers are accident free
for the last three years.

Interesting figures, aren’t
they? I bring them up because,
as a hobbyist, I like to drive my
antique cars regularly. This
means that while I'm on the
same roads as everyone else, I'm
affected by these probabilities.

T've seen accidents occur that
involve antique cars. In fact, my
car was narrowly missed but a
1911 touring car behind me was
hit by a runaway and driverless
modern car that rolled down the
owner’s driveway and into our
lane of traffic. The damage to
the touring car was not exten-
sive, but the owner couldn’t just
go down to the parts store and
replace the damaged pieces.

There is also a difference in
performance capabilities
between older and newer cars. I
live in fear that the owner of a
newer car with an anti-lock
braking system will cut in front
of me and stop suddenly. While
my cars are perfectly safe by any
standards, very few cars,
whether old or new, could avoid
an accident in this type of situa-
tion. And being in the right or
not doesn’t help you find the

-necessary body parts.

No one has to remind you to
be on your guard when you
drive. However, I caution drivers
of antique vehitles to be espe-
-cially careful.



PAST PRESIDENTS

JIM ROWE . ORI e 1971
DOUG PR R S @ N e 1972
DO R e R 1974
ED WARNOGK - S8 = S S s 1978
JOHN BUSK ... S .. 1976
CHIP WERSTEEN, .. e e 1977
STAN MASRAJEL S & U S e 1978
BOBDRAKE ., .. ;isc SR e 1979
BILL CULP ..... . S S o s 1979
AL SPENCER: .. 5 = R . .. 1980
LA RRY CA P AN e 1981
BOB ROSE ......000 1982
DON DURKER: . .. 1983
PAULKIRK ......... v GOSN 1984
KENT LOWRY .......0 . GOSN 1985
DAVE SANBORN ... i SCSUENEEEEEE e 1986
JOHNTREMMERER: .. . - ACESERE s o 1987
DUDLENVE OCHSNERS: - . RS 1988
JERRY. JENSENE:: .. . O e 1989
JERRNGIENSHNIE L. 0. o SRR 1990

MEETINGS: Mercury Savings and Loan
Magnolia and Laurel Canyon Blvd.
- 1st Sunday of Every Month -
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