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Presidents Message

| just returned from a great trip to Solvang, Vandenberg Air Force Base and the Mendenhall
museum. Thanks to Steve Boskovich for putting it all together. We, Helen and | did not
caravan up to Solvang with the group as | had other commitments in the morning, but we did
join the group in the afternoon at the Royal Copenhagen Motel. | understand that Steve's
vehicle did have a little problem with smoke coming from the engine compartment and it was
discovered that oil was leaking out of the fuel pump and hitting to exhaust pipe. By driving
slower the oil did not hit the exhaust pipe so the Jroup proceeded on to Solvang without any
further problems. To fix the problem Steve tried to buy a new fuel pump at the Cccchevy
dealers (Cccchevy for a Ford?) but they did not have one and neither did the local parts
dealer. So after a little shade tree mechanic work, by several club members, the old pump
was put back on and Steve made it back home with no further problems. For a detailed report
on the fix come to the meeting on the 3rd. of June.

The Vandenberg tour was great and very. interesting. Our host did an excellent job of
informing us about what we were looking at, and what the various pieces of equipment were
used for. The size of some of the gantries is just amazing, especially when he pointed out that
each star of the American flag painted on the side of a gantry was six feet across. It was also
amazing that when a project was completed that they just left the equipment in place and
moved to a new site. According the our guide, recycling or retrofitting is more expensive than
a new facility, at least {o the Air Foirce,

The tour of the Mendenhall museum was just spectacular, | figured that there would be a few
signs and gas pumps, along with various auto related parts and pieces. Boy, was | mistaken,
just walking into the gate was enough to overwhelm most people and that was just the start.
Three hours later | still had not seen everything but my senses could not absorb anymore so |
called it a day and headed out for a four hour drive to the high desert near Barstow for another
event, but thats for another story.

Thanks again for a great tour Steve and Sue.

On Mother's Day, we attended the Antique Historic Truck Society show at March Field. V-8ers
Scott Doudrick and Steve and Carl Batesole had their trucks on display.

Our May mesting speaker, 'Captain Eddie’ Warnock, was truly amazing. He has the sweetest
ride 've ever seen.

On Wednesday, June 4, 2008 we'll be touring with Ken Sapper for a Twilight Cruise to the
NHRA Motorsports Museum at Fairplex.

Then on Sunday, June 8th. we'll meet Wendi Potter at the Sunrise Home in Woodland Hills.
It's always gratifying to see the smiles that seeing our cars brings to the seniors. The stories
that they tell us about 'back in the day,' when our cars were new, are a treat to hear.

We have two special events coming up. The club BBQ will be hosted again by the Durkee's, it
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will probably be in mid August. The September 2nd. meeting will be our famous club auction,
start digging through your garages and kitchens now to find those treasures that you know that
someone else will like, just as much as you did! Both of these events are crowd piea%fsy

At the last meeting the club agreed to buy 30 raffle tickets for the Grand National Celebration
fundraiser, wish us luck!

See you on June 3rd.

Harry

Upcoming events --- Valley V-8 sponsored events in bold.

June 4, 2008 --- Twilight Cruise at the NHRA Motorsports Museum at Fairplex. Free
museum admission. 2008 Cruise dates: 6/4, 7/2, 8/6, 8/29, 10/1, 11/5.
http:/iwww.museum.nhra.comicruise.asp

June 8, 2008 --- Valley V-8 Car Show at Sunrise Assisted Living in Woodland Hills led by
Wendi Potter. Questions/sign-up 818-884-8019.

June 15, 2008 — Fathers Day

July 14-18, 2008 --- 45th Anniversary Grand Nationals - Dearborn, Ml. www.efv8.org

July 25th & 26th, 2008 - Long Beach Model "T" Club —- The

54th Annual Vintage & Classic Parts Exchange. Specializing in Pre-World War Il Autos, Parts,
& Related ltems. Veterans Memorial Stadium in the City of Long Beach.
hitp://ibmtc.com/swapmeet. htm

July 27, 2008 --- Marina Del Rey Classic Cars & Boats

August 8-10, 2008 --- Big Bear Fun Run. 908-238-7867

August 2008 --- Valley V-8 Barbeque

September 2, 2008 --- Auction Night at the Valliey V8's

September 6, 2008 - Foothill Festival of Cars in La Crescenta. 818-249-5832 or
www . fbcle.org

September 18-21, 2008 - Route 66 Rendezvous in San Bernardino. www.route-66.org
December 7, 2008 --- Valley V-8 Holiday Dinner
Valley V-8 2008 Meetings 6/3, 7/1, 8/5, 9/2, 10/7, 11/4

Pomona Swapmeet —- 7/13, 8/24, 10/18, 1217
http://pomonaswapmeet.com/
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Secretary’s Minules

Date: May 8, 2008

desting Place: Colo's

Meeting Leader Mamry Baker

Carl's Car Count: 8

Start Time: 7:32 Adiournment Time: 8:35

Introduction of Guests: Welcome back Vicki Keene. Joe DiF atta introduced Howard Lieberman, who has a ‘41 Olds.
Another guest was Gall Bums.

Treasurer: Wendi Potter: After a few jokes, Wendy reported the amount that we have in the treasury. She also
reminded us we are going to Sunrise Assisted Living on June 8 from 9:30 to 2:00.

Tours: Steve Boskovich told us that May 22 is Vandenberg and Solvang. June 4 is the twilight cruise to Faiplex, we
leave about 1 pm. July 27 is the Classic Car and Boat Show. Steve Batesole said that on May 11 at March Alr Force
Base there is a truck and tractor show. They also have an Avation Museum. it will be from 9 to 3. More later about
the Hookey Day tour to Galpin Ford on Roscoe and the 405, They have a mini museum of interesting cars. Scolt
Dudrick said we are landing on Mars again on May 25. He is working on the web site, slowly getting it updated.
Announcements: Our auction will be September 2. The summer Bar-B-Q is probably going to be August 16. Our
Christmas diner will be Sunday December 7. Dick Stones reported that all dues have been paid,

Car of the Month: Jim Kelley, 1940 Ford convertible that he has had for 6 years.

Drive Prize (for bringing your V8 o the meeting} Joe DiFalta

Raffle Winners:

Ladies: Helen Baker and Karen Lehman

Name Badge: George Richards

80/50 Drawing: $80 Don Durkes

Buyer Appreciation: Jerry Jensen, motororaft bag

Program for the evening: Don Durkee introduced Ed Warnock who told us about his career as a pilet. He also had a
slide show of the plane he flies. He is known as Captain Eddie. He received an award from the FAA for 50 years of
continuous flying. His current job is to fly Jeff Palmer, a wealthy real estate developer, wherever in the world he wants
to go. His plane is a 20 yr. old refurbished Boeing 727. He usually gets a month notice to make his flight plan,
itinerary, passenger list. His crew arranges for the catering and gets the beds ready. It sleeps eight plus three and
couches. It carries 10,000 gals. of fuel which used to give them 6 % to 7 tws. in the air. Jeff had it overhauled in 2004
from 42,000 thrust to 50,000 and now they can get 8 % hrs. in the air. Pictures of the interior of the plane appearad in
Architecural Digest. No one is allowed to wear shoes on board. There are § members of the crew and most are in
their 80’s. They call themselves Fast Eddie and the Fossils, museum in the air, come fly with us on our Jurassic Jet.
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Join us for the twilight cruise to the NHRA Motorsports Museumn at the Fairplex in Pomona. We will meet Ken
Sapper in the parking lot of the theater complex at the junction of the 21 0 Fwy and the 2 Freeway.

Directions: From 210 East, exit at Oceanview(right}, Left on Montrose. Left on Honolulu to parking lot.
From 2 North, exit at Verdugo, go o parking lot
Ken will leave parking lot at 1:30 pm SHARP!!

June 21, Wednesday

We will meet at THE HAT in Simi Valley for the first summer cruise night at 8:00 pm for dinner. The destination is
at Los Angeles Avenue and Williams Street. For those of you who were unable to go last summer, thisis a
chance to drive your V-8 and catch a bite to eat with other members. Come enjoy a burger and fries or pastrami
sandwich with us. See vou there!

July 27, Sunday

The Classic Boat and Car Show in Marina Del Rey should be a lot of fun. We will leave Woodley Park at 8:00 am
sharp and cruise 1o the event. There will be parking on the grass. Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy a day at the
beach looking 2 fabulous cars and boals.




Editors Noodling:

This month seems to be aimed at the racing scene, one way or the other. I always love
to hear Ken Sapper when he returns from the races. We will have to wait till the
meeting. He has a couple of good stories to tell us. We have several other people in our
midst that are racing now or have a hidden past, that we should pry into, to get the real
details. 1 know that Don Zabel has had his buns duct tapped into just about any thing
that would go faster than a horse. (That is one horse power ya know.) Bob Zecher has
been ask to show his special car at the ROSE BOWL on JUNE 1. There are many others
1 did not mention. For all those that lost their nice new wheels and tires, up on
Mulholldnd, and all those that the police are still looking for, I have taken the liberty of
borrowing a-nice piece of racing history, a tid bit, taken from the extensive "Blacky
Blackwell Car History Library and Gas Pump Depository.”

Don'’t forget to shine your car up for the SUNRISE CAR SHOW, JUNE 8
that's the next Sunday after our meeting. MAMMA MIA!  Good free lunch.
See you there.

For Sale
1987 Blazer (chevy You Know) 4 wheel drive Ask for Art 818-881-7266
For Sale :

1939 FORD Deluxe Coupe, Folkstone Gray. Same owner for thirty vears.
Lovingly cared for, Driven weekly. Ready for any tour Asking Price $29,500
Ask for Rick Blair 805-481-8531

For Sale

1940 California License Plates. Clear DMV nice condition. Do not need to be
restored $200 Ask for Craig Lapair 818-399-1640

For Sale |

Ford Tri-Power with air cleaner. Complete with linkage. $1500.00

Ask for Jerry Littner 818-597-9016

For Sale

Chevy Big Block Hi Riser duel manifold, New with carbs. $500.00 Ask for
Allen Porter 818-367-2890 '

For Sale

1947 Flat Head Engine Complete , Turnkey , rebuilt,59a, RUN-IN. $4500.00
1940 Ford rearend assy. $300.00 Ask for Dave Gott 818-767-6153

For Sale Gold wedding Ring and Large diamond engagement ring. If a woman
answers hang up.

Answer: Gatorade:
Question: What does an alligator get on welfare?
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My Parents Drugged Me.

GOD BLESS THE PARENTS WHO DRUGGED US..

The other day, someone at a store in our town read that a Methamphetamine lab
had been found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked me a
rhetorical question.

"Why didn't we have a drug problem when you and | were growing up?”

| replied | had a drug probfem when | was young: | was drug to church on Sunday
morning, | was drug fo church for weddings and funerals. | was drug to family
reunions and community socials no matter the weather.

I was drug by my ears when | was disrespectful to adults. | was also drug to the
woodshed when | disobeyed my parents, told a lie, brought home a bad report
card, did not speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher, or if | didn't put forth my
best effort in everything that was asked of me.

| was drug to the kitchen sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if | uttered a
profanity.

| was drug out to pull weeds in mom'’s garden and flower beds and cocklebur's out
of dad's fields.

| was drug to the homes of family, friends and neighbors to help out some poor
soul who had no one to mow the vard, repair the clothesline, or chop some
firewood; and, if my mother had ever known that | took a single dime as a tip for
this kindness, she would have drug me back to the woodshed.

Those drugs are still in my veins and they affect my behavior in everything i do,
say, or think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack, or heroin; and, if today's
children had this kind of drug problem, America would be a better place.

God bless the parents who drugged us. AMEN!



PENNIES FROM HEAVEN

. . . For Johnnie Parsons

By PETER dePAOLO

greatest racing ear builders of all
fime, onee made the . statewment:
“Onee g oyaee driver, always a vace drive
er,” which came to lght in my mind while
eondueting my Nash dealership in Glen
dale, Culifornia on the day prior to the
first week-end of this vear’s qualifving
trials at Indianapolis, May 13 and 14.. .,
While personally v Glendale, my mind
literally was back in Indianapolis,
Having decided against deing my an-
nual eolmmn fop the Indianapolis News,
“Behind The Pits)” as in previous years,
feeling it my duly to yemain in Glendale
on the job, I planned to fly hack fo In-
disnapolis a few days belore the race
with ample thoe to eateh up on just what
was going on al the Speedway, and con-
ply with the request from Bpeep Aok to
do an artiele on the raee for this wonder
ful racing magazine,

F RED 8. Duesenberg, one of the

After the phenomenal speed made by
Walter Fanlkner to gain the most eo-
veted pole position, along with unbelieve.
able speeds made by other less prominent-
ly known drivers, my wind passed judge-
ment on the fact this vear’s race would be
staged with the roskies helding sn edge
over the regulars—ut least in the minds
of most racing fans who, like myself and
many others eonneeled with racing, were
amaged at Wall Faulkner's sensational
performance.

On my firggt visit to the track my m-
interest was centered on the pil where
Fanlkner’s car was located during prae-
tiee lups, surrounded by a group of me-
chanies and onlookers, headed by the ear
awner J. U, Agajanian, wearing a faney
ten gallon hat and o smile from ear to
car as he introduced me to his ace driver.

This little speed dynamo weighing 120
pounds, wepring o ewgar in his mouth
which vould eusily have fheown him out
af balanes, seemed very cordial and nat-
urally quite happy.

Bemembering my weight was only 128
when I won the 1985 race, my mind
fiashed the thought that it takes s lean
horse for a long race. The kid’s chaness
were exeeilent for a good showing in the
eoming race. To my disappointent they
were making some changes on the cur
which to me was a foolish thing to do at
this stage of the game after having quali-
fied so unicely and the raee only a few days
off. My subconscions wmind was felling
them 1o leave it alone, pub a blanket op
the baby and wail for the stariing fag
on race dayv, which only experience will
teach. G

Shortly after my visit with the Fanlk
ner group, I made the usual trip through
gasoline alley, peeking through gorage
doovs where most all the ears were being
worked on, and greeting my old fime
friends in the game, including Bd Winter-
gust, who has served as Ymayor of gaso-
line alley” for many yvears.,

There were also several of the old time
raving drivers on hand including Tommy
Milton, who is now ohief steward for the
vace; Harl Cooper, official yeferee and
Hurry Hartz who annually serves as a
technieal AAA director, along with other
deivers who flew in for the race, such as
Frank Elistl, Red “Cowboy” PShafer,
Ora Haihe and others.

..... After my tour of the gavage aven
was ecompleted ] was convinesd that it
was the same old story with many of the
supposedly good ears not in readiness
for the Snal two day peried of gualifying
on Mav 27 and 28, ,

While visiting with Clarence Brown,
top noteh divestor for many vears with
the MOM studio, then at Indianapolis
making a racing film To Please 4 Ludy,
with Clark Gable snd Barbara Stanwyek
plaving the starring voles, we discussed
vacing in general of foday #s compared
to the sarly tweniies when he first be
same nterested in ante racing, as well as
Aving. -
1o sommented partienlarly that during
i v there at the track while on this
picture he noticed the drivers of today
svere not up to the physical fitness stand-
ard as they were in the vears gone by,
and wondered how they wounld stand the
strain of 500 miles over the vough brick
teack as it need fo be.

Remembering that T Jost 10 pounds
during my victory drive in 1085, 1 conenr
most favorably with my good friend
Clarence Brown,

Ty next plessant visit was with Ray
Firestone, of the rubber family, having
sprved together in the AAF during world
war bwe, we had much to talk nbout in

Wile Workd Phale

Walt Faulkner jumps info the lead in the Grant

Piston Ring Special No. 98 on the first lap,
with Mauri Rose close behind in Mo, 3L

SPEED AGE



Wide World Phots

This it rated a3 the most perfect shart in Indianapolis Speadway history. In the front row, left to right, are Mawi Rose, Freddis Agsbashisn and
Walt Faulkner. Winner Johnnie Parsons is in the middle of the second row.

comon a8 we leisurely made 5 tour of
the garage srea, nccompanied by the
Firestone stalf of photographers. Numer-
ous pletures were made with the vanous
drivers. Ounr last stop was at the Fire
stone garage where Johnny Moore 35 in
charge of the racing equipment in supply-
ing all the racing cars with tives for the
race,

While in the Firestone garvage Hay
brought up the snbject of magnesium
wheels which the majority of the boys
weré now using on thelr eavs, in prefer-
ence to wire wheels generslly used, be.
eause of their Hghiness in weight. Te
pointed ont one or two which showed
eracks aronnd the spot where the wheel
hub fits, due fo poor designing of the
ribbing aveéa which serves to sbrengthen
the wheel at that vital point, going on
to say that he was not in favor of that
type of wheel, feeling that the AAA
officiale should not allow them o be nsed,
for the safely of the bovs in the race

Mot Ister than 20 minutes after our
disrussion about the magnesinm wheels o
great deal of excilement developed out
on the track sz Hal Cole had gone into 3
spin and crashed against the wall after
having shesred off one of these wheels
Those crews having wire wheele on hand
immediately changed to wire wheels,

Numerous bets were being made that
ears nob qualifying at & speed of 130
ses would be out of the seleet 33 start.
ers’ line up on race day. Rumors had
it that even Bill HWolland was worried,
with his qualifving speed of 130,482 wpm.
In o last minnte check up, the racing
crities, incdudisg the drivers’ wives,

AUGUST 1950 @

elatmed there wove 12 sars vel to gunlily
which were eapable of speeds well over the
138 mile mark. And uf a time when only
11 plases were yei io he filled for the
final lne up on race day. 1t was hard
to helieve this wear’s gualifying speeds
had inereased {o such & wargin over last
vear when the slowest car gaimed 33pd
position with a speed of 185798 wew,
driven by Manuel Avole,

The two Novi ears, not vel having quali-
fied, eveated o lot of gossip throughout
the speedway grounds, all brought on by
some conbroversy between Leon Weleh,
owner of the cars, and Wilbur Shaw,
president of the Speedway, 11 all stavted
shortly after last vear's race when Welch
made the statement that his esrs wonld
not enter into this vesr's taee unless the
speedway management vaised fthe prise
money to g higher Boure

In spite of the personal pride My
Weleh rightly bolds for these two beauti
ful racing ears. thev have vet {o win an
Indinnapols vave. He feels justified in
making ihe protest based on the fremen-
dous amount of money invested in the
eprs and the grest atbrachion they are to
the race itself, The opinion of many
vested on the faet the Novi cars conld have
easily gualified on the fivst day the trials
starfed, May 18, but they were purposely
left inaetive during the Weleh-Bhaw
session on prize money matiers

Sunday moerning, Mav 28, the last day
for the bovs to aualilv, and the Nowi
enrs were still on the side lines unguali-
fied, And to foviber eomplicate matters
on their chances of gelting in after a full
field of 23 cars had abready qualified, and

their lost hope being to gqualify them o
n speed only faster than the two slowest
qualified enrs, it had to rain that day far
into the early part of the allerncon
When old Sol finally made its appearance,
wild exeitement echoed throughout the
speedway grounds ag the two Nowi ears
were haulsd into the pit area on frocks,
resdy for their gualifving attempls.

Diuke Nalon, hers of the Nowvi tearn,
was first 1o report to the AAA offivin’s on
the starting line that he was in readiness
to gualifyv. When his report was given
to the ecrowds in the grandslands over
the loudspeaker, it resulled in a howling
vound of applanse. Duke roared into the
furn with a sound frow the engine which
eehond musie to the eavs of all raee lovers

Aflter the fivst warm up lap, we all ex-
posted 1o see him cowe down the home
styetoh on the next lap with the sioral
that he was starting on his four lap gualie
fving wun. But hiz evgie seemed o
sputter, indicating something was wrong
and his frst stlerpt eame (o an end, His
supercharger shaft had sheaved off and
he was declared definitely onl of the raee

With this keen disappointment hunging
agver the erowd, the next Novi made iis
appearance with Chet Miller at the wheel,
bt he foo experienced engine fallure
and it was oo late o el his car in rune
ning condition before the deadline of
gualifving irials at 6 o'dlock,

Tt was hoped by many that the gusl
fving time wmight have been extended af
teast another hour, byt such was not the
ease, The bovs had three week ends to
prepare themselves for qualifving trials,
and to have extended the fime would only




Wide World Photo

Symbolic of the hearibroaks that occur at the Speadway, is this photo by Speed Age's ace camera-

man Bob Verlin, showing the Novi Mobil Special being pushed to the garsge srea. Designar Bud

Winfield s at the right rear wheel, Duke Malon is n the cockpit and owner Lou Walch, wearing
cap snd dark drousers,

he unjust fo all these alveady having
qualified. It’s all in the game,

The overall gualitving  average of
131645 wew surpassed last vear's record
of 198861 mew . . . . with the slowest
wade by Jimmmy Jackson, drviving the
Commins diesel, at an
ey for the 19 ¥ > -

On the movning of the vace, the In-
dinng weather was in full éplendor, with
Little or no thought of the rain in the
afternoon, which was o bring the raee to
a halt at the 345 mile murk ~

On my arrival at the speedway, 1 -

wediately went up o the pbservation

deck where one gets a heautiful pano-
ramie view of the eniire speedway,
Incated divestly in fromt of the pit arves
where all pit activities can be watched,
high up above the paddock stand.

Here 1 deeided to rvemain throughout
the race and job down my notes for this
article. While seated next to Mrs. Babe
Btapp, 1 tried being sociable during her
pre race conversation, but o no avail,
tor which 1 hope sineevely she will for-

give e 1 vemember nothing of what
“she Had to say, only ithal Mrs. Loun

Weleh made her appeavance soon after
and was introduced, followed by her
hter, who laler oveupied the sest
next fo Mrs. Blapp on the starhoard side.

My mind was whiviing on thoughis
which enfer info the numke up of anv
race driver who ever enjoved the thrill
of onee having won this grest dlassie

Then I remewmbered that this race was
my silver anniversary, sinee having won
the yace in 18925, How lucky to still be
alive and here to wilness the preatest vace

Under the hood of Jimmy Jackson's Cummins Dissel Spocial, the only six cylinder car in the

1950 "500.”

Bub Verlin Photy

in the world, high up above the stands
looking down on these 33 beautify
racing creations, ready for the startin
flag, and the nation’s greatest drivers, al
in readiness to go on their way to fam
amd fortune—perhaps to death.

A peealiar sensation swept throughou
my hody afier the pase lap had started
causing me to struggle with myself to re
main calm and prevent an outburst o
tearshied towards the enjoyment of it all
watehing that which 1 loved hest.

“Here they vome!” the erowds wer
shouting 25 the entive feld of 88 ear
trailed a beautiful eream eolored Meveury
chosen as the pace ear for this vear'
vave, with Benson Ford, president of th
Lincoln-Mevewry Division of the For
Motor ‘Company, at the wheel and fas
approaching the starting line. Benso
Ford rvesponded to instraetions from hi
only passenger Wilbny Shaw, three fim
winner of this great event and now presi
dent of the Speedway, who was partinll
standing in the front seal ares whil
motioning 1o the front vow drivers {o re
fain their respeciive positions behind th
pice ear until they erossed the stariing

ine.

They then got the preen flag from start

er Seth Klein, at which point Wilhor
with a parting sahile, elasped both hi
hands waving on high, wishing them al
“GO0D LUCK” and the raee was off
cinlly op its wav. The most beantifn
start ever'witnessed at the Tndianapoli
Motor Speedway,
Al the excitement which Tollowed fron
that poinl on, throngh the race, whis
unforinnately eame to an abrapt end o
446 miles heeawse of vain, i3 now histor
in the annals of anto racing, establishing
Johnnie Paysons as one of our greatos
champions in one of the most populm
victories at Indianapolis, '

With all the pre vace publisity oredited
to voung Walter Faulkner, after hi
marvelous performance duving qualifving
trinls, the crowds in the stands naturalls
looked forward fo sesing hin lead the
raee from the very start, But this Jasted
tor anproxiwately hall of one lap whey
Mauri Rose velieved hiw of the bonor

Then snddenly another surprise en
thralled the vast erowds, when Johnnie
Parsons passod Rose to take the lsad on
the 10th lap and continue from there io
eollect a good portion of the 8100 per lup
prizes which go to the leading ear on such
lap, The leading position chanred anly
between Parsons, Rose and  Holland
throughoni the wace, at intervals when
necessary pilstops were being mode, with
the grestest bulk of laps going o Parsons.

While 5t was sumored that Parsons
started the vace with s cracked evlinder
hlock in his engine, there seemed to be no
evidence of soeh a thing during the yace,
with Johnnie aecepting any and all ehal-
lenges Srom Rose and Holland through-
ont and widening the gap hetween them
at will.

My only convern doving Parsons’ fast
pace was based on the faet that he was
driving 4 vear drive type of cor, against
Rose and Holland who wers driving
front drives, which have proven much



safer on the turns, particularly after oil
has accwmmuiated on the frack during the
latter part of the yace. Bub this sup-
posedly determining factor sesmed fo
have no effect on Parsons’ driving.

Spectators in the stands garnered more
than their share of theills in walching
pit achivities during the entire yaee, par-
tienlarly when the fire started in Mapyi
Rose's pit when he came in for refueling
on the 100tk lap, The fire was caused by
an overflow from the gasoline fank.

With danger of the fire wending s
way into the gas tank, and 2 possible
explosion, Maurt told the pit erew 1o
Yorank ‘er up” nnd ealwly drove off, fol-
lowed hy a rosr of applause from the
spectators in the stunds

Again on the 121st lap, when Holland
enme into the pit with the erowd all ex-
pecting to see one of those Lou Moore
sensational well munasged pit operations
in veeord time, they noficed Holland's
enr seemingly over run his pit and slowly
comtinye on to make another lap and final-
Tv eome o a stop at his pit.

The report was given that Moore and
his erew were not in readiness for Hol-
land’s stop and he was given the signal
to go on and make another lap, which i3
hard to believe coming from Moore at this
late stage in the race, when seconds are
50 precious.

There an he no doubt in the minds of

" all those who saw the waee, that Lon

Moore was vunning a well planned rice
For his team of four cars, based on 500
miles, with Tony Beltenhausen, who drove
a wonderful race antil foreed ont with
mechanical fallure on the 88t lap, sel
v stay up with the leaders, evidenced by
the pit signal given to him on the 28th
fap to “Get Rose”

HWolland was plaving the game o Tun
a slight edge slower than Bettenhausen,
awaiting the proper time afier the leaders
made their pit stops for tives and refuel-
ing, then make his bid for the lead and »
strong finish. Lee Wallard and Georen
Connor, the other two members of the
Blue Orown feswm, were plaving safe
staving well behind Bettenhausen and
Tiolland, seattored with the vear puard

To the disappointment of all in the
stanids, threstening elonds of ram were
hovering overhead on the 125tk lap,
which in the event of rain would change
the eatire pioturve of the race. We all
notiesd Parsons pointing to the sky over
hend a8 be passed the pit, and Lou Moore,
vealizing the dunger of rain, well under-
stood what the yesull would be i the vace
wonld he stopped a2t this poinl, remen
hering it was ¢ 1 at the drivers’ meet-
ime or the day prior o the race that in the
svent of yaip after 51 per cent of the race
had hesn yun the roee would be delerm-
ined o have been eompleted.

To the surprise of all the racing writion,
whe predicted a2 majority of the eums in
the pace wonld be foresd ont with me
chanienl froublen eavly in the race, be
sanse of the fast apesds they were making
with the aid of low gesr ratios fo wind
ap their engines in ihe danger Zone
speeds, there were still 25 cars in the
raee ab the 125th Inp.

AUGUST 1950

Rain started falling on the southwest
turn 8t 1:30 pan. while Lon Moore and
his entire pit erew were squinming in
their pit, and Johnnie Parsons sailed by
us though he was singing that famous
hallad  Peswics  From Hegven which
should aetually be his theme song for hife.
.. . Parsons, now in the lead, had com-
pleted 185 laps, Bettenhausen, relief
driving for Joie Chitwood, was listed as
sepond, followed by Green, Holland and
Hose, ‘

Johnnie Parsons, after completing the
188th lap, with an sverage speed of
124002 for the 345 miles, receved the
choekoved flag of vielory, with Bill Hol-
tand second wmd Manvi Bose thivd, in the
fingl standing after a recheck, brought
on by Manri Rose, in a protest through
whieh he gained two positions.

A grand surprise awaited the racing
boys at the snpual victory dinner held
this vear at the Claypeol Hotel, on the
duy following the race, when the grealest
amount of prize money over given by the
Speedway was passed on o the boys, fo
the tune of 3201055
How gralifying it is to ses the hoys ve-

Juhnnie Parcons fhifled the grandstend crowd a5 he took over the lgad from Meur Rose on
ninth lap.

Two Jacki—Jack McGrath in the Mo, 49 and Jackie Holmes in the No. 77 Morm Obon Specis
battle 1 out on the maln shreloh,

Bob Verlin P

warded in sueh z handsome manner b
the speedway management. Yet dishears.
ening o know they will be subjected ©
giving a good portien of thelr winniz
for ineome fax purposes, an unks
product during my peak years of aers
raeing.

If the average person could only res
these men having visked thelr very live
towards the development and safely o
the modern automobile of today, invelvi
millions of Hves on our cily streels g
public highwavs, they wouold feel jue
fed towards eliminating the iden of
posing any tax what-so-ever on mem
of the racing fratermily who acius
drive in competilive auto radng and g
their wery all for the safety of Mr Unr
Owner.

My heartiest thanks go to Cham
Jobnnie Parsons in fulfilling my pre
fion to the entire organization here
Poler dePaolo Nash, on the sve of
departure for Indianapolis, pleking |
as the winner, and alse to all the off
drivers and great mechanies who helped
put on a great show, for this year's yace

Hee vou 2l 2t Indinpapolis next year

CrD e oD

Al
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|

T Beb Yerlin P
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The Valley¥

2008 Officers PAST PRESIDENTS
President Harry Baker (818) -705-3930 Jiét Bowe 1071
Past President Steve Batesole (818) 787-3658 Doug Peterson . 1072
Vice President Dave Bergman (818) 703-0756 ' Don Durkee 1973 - 1974
Karen Lehman {818) 885-6938 Ed Warnock 1975
Wendi Potter (818) 884-8018 John Busk 1976
Steve Boskovich (818} 341-6876 Chip Werstein 1977
Don Durkee (B05) 495-5208 Stan Misraje 1978
Joe DiFatta (818) 700-1939 Bill Culp 1979
Drive Lines Jim Kelley (310) 823-6020 Al Spencer 1980
Membership Dick Stones (805) 230-0070 Larry Gaplan 1981
Helen Baker (818) 705-3930 i gzjfw ;gii
Tech Advisor & 50/50  John Wolf {818) 789-8201 Paul Kirk 1984
Mrs. Sunshine Virgiria Wolf {818} 789-6201 Kent Lowry 1985
Ladies Raffle Joan Sapper 818) 249-5686
Dave Sanborn {{81 8% 7080741 ?{gjﬁ Sjgi?;?m zzig
Web Master _ Scott Doudrick (818) 957-5708 Dudley Ochsner 1988
Car Count Carl Batesole Jorts dansun 1989 - 1990
Joe DiFatla 1991
Chuck Shubb 1992 - 1863
George Richards 18994
‘ Jerry Littner 1995
Meeting 1* Tuesday of the month 7:00 p.m. » Dick Smith 1996
o iemen . | o ol g 5
322(}{} Sherman Way, West Hills, California gi::;%;‘f&% ;ggg
Don Stout 2000
Steve Boskovich 2001 - 2002
Joe DiFalta 2003
Drive Lines is Published by Wendi Potter 2004
The San Fernando Valley, Regional Group 40 | Ken Sapper 2005 - 2006
of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America Steve Batesole 2007
7822 West 79Th Street

Playa Del Rey, Ca. 90293
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